PHOSPHORIC,
Prepared by this method is c centrated and heate.d, i.t
always emits a considerable quantity of phosphureted
hydrogen gas, which burns and occasion , a considerable
loss. This loss may be diminished by cautiously drop-*
ping nitric acid into the hot mass.
2. The acid thus .prepared may be put into a plati- Froperties,
num crucible, and heated to redness, to diive off all the
water. It is then in a, state of purity. It is solid, co-
lourless, and transparent, and not unlike glass in ap-
pearance. It reddens vegetable blues; it has no smell;
its taste is very acid, but it does not destroy the texture
of organic bodies.
When exposed to the open air, it soon attracts mois-
ture, and deliquesces into a thick oily-like liquid ; in,
which state it is usually kept by chemists. Whe?,. ex-
posed to the fire in a platinum crucible, its water gra-
dually evaporates, and leaves it in the state 01 a mns-.
parent jelly. If the heat be increased it boils and bub-
bles up, owing to the separation of the remainder of its
water, accompanied with a small portion of acid. At
a red heat it assumes the form of a transparent liquid*
and when cooled resembles the purest crystal. In this
state it is known by the name of phosphoric glass*
This glass is merely phosphoric acid totally deprived
of water. It has an acid taste, is soluble in water, and
deliquesces when exposed to the air At a red heat
it evaporates very copiously in a white sinoke, which
has no strong odour, unless the evaporation be prevented
by the presence of a base.
The specific gravity of this acid, in a state of dryness,